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Also in 1947-48 comrade Subrahmanya Sarma married Than gam. Sarma
was the first among many who came to the Communist Party from Annamalai
University. He is still active in party work in Kerala. When the Communist
Party was in power in Kerala, Sarma served as private secretary to Chief Minister
E.M.S. Namboodiripad.
12 Among the names that cannot be overlooked in any account of contemporary
Tamil social and political life is that of Periyar E.V. Ramaswami Naicker, founder
of the Dravida Kazhagam. Born in a wealthy family he was, in his earlier years,
a firm theist. Naicker was among the earliest of Gandhi's followers iri Tamil
Nadu. But eventually sterile atheism and opposition to casteism brought him
down to the level of a Brahmin-hater. He further made himself small when he
allowed his anti-Congress sentiments to make him a supporter of the British.
In his personal life and as a leader in society his integrity was unimpeachable.
In his own way he was indeed a great man. He is a good example of how even
a great man gets eroded when he nurtures sentiments of fanaticism and hatred.
Periyar was a fearless person and he had a capacity for cogent argumentation.
He had a high regard for the Soviet Union bin there was no connection between
that and his stand in respect of social reform. The reason was that he failed to
develop his class approach to the extent that he developed his caste approach.
He failed to devote as much attention to economic research as he did to "research"
on the Puranas. None of his followers who praised him to the skies sought to learn
from him the qualities of selflessness, dedication, and integrity that a person
in public life should possess. Periyar paid no heed to the lure of elections and
positions, but many politicians used him for their own advancement. A straight-
forward man who lived a full life, Periyar passed away in 1973.
13 Having brought about the removal of P.C. Joshi from his position of leader-
ship, Ranadive assumed the general secretaryship of the Communist Party,
advocating an ultra-revolutionary course. It was under his leadership that the
Communist Party became seriously disorganized.  Today Ranadive is one of the
all-India leaders of the Communist Party (Marxist).